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Charting our Carbon Future: Opportunities for Action 
 

Session 2: Opportunities for investments in Nature-Based Solutions 

 
16:30-18:00 (CEST) Tuesday 28 April, Outline and Agenda 

 
The second in the series of online interactive events and activities 

 
Summary 

The session will present an overview of existing and emerging opportunities (types and 
profile of investments) with an emphasis on “Green” (forest conservation; forest 
ecosystem restoration) but also “Brown” projects (low carbon agriculture). The session 
will provide a review of the current situation and opportunities in voluntary carbon 
markets and REDD+ programs (national and sub-national). We will then dive deeper into 
specific examples including forest ecosystem restoration and agriculture. The session will 
highlight challenges and opportunities from different types of investments and 
opportunities for financing mitigation in supply chains. 

This interactive online session will involve: 
  
● Presentations  
● Participant interaction (such as polling, small group work, Q&A, whole-group 

discussion) 
● Post-session materials and activities 
 
 
To register for Webex Training session: 
 
Please register here if you like to attend  
https://unep.webex.com/unep/k2/j.php?MTID=t9e93e0f80865971794cc2b9465a50986 
 
Please add the session to your calendar with the confirmation you receive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://unep.webex.com/unep/k2/j.php?MTID=t9e93e0f80865971794cc2b9465a50986
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Outline agenda 
 
You are welcome to arrive from 16:15 CEST 
 

Time Speaker Topic  

16:15 Phil Hadridge 
Orientation 
 

16:30 
Gabriel Labbate 

 

Welcome and introduction to the session 
UNEP/UNREDD Global Team Leader 
 

16:40 Stephen Donofrio 
An overview of investment opportunities in the voluntary 
market 
 

16:55 Tim Christophersen 
Forest ecosystem restoration as opportunities for carbon 
removal and non-carbon benefits 
 

17:02 Simon Whitehouse Opportunities in REDD+ 

17:09 James Lomax 
Opportunities in food systems 
 

   

17:16 Plenary discussion 
Moderated Q&A with reflections from leading companies  
 

17:55 Gabriel Labbate 
Conclusions  
 

18:00 
Close 

 
 

 
 
Speaker Bios  

Stephen Donofrio - Stephen offers 15 years of experience working with companies, 
communities, governments and non-profits within the contexts of sustainability strategy 
and reporting, responsible investing, carbon credits, environmental markets, and remote 
sensing for landscape monitoring. Stephen is currently the Director of Forest Trends’ 
Ecosystem Marketplace and Supply Change initiatives, where he oversees the teams and 
leads the program’s data collection, stakeholder engagement, and insights publications 
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related to carbon markets, forest finance, and deforestation-free agricultural supply 
chains. He is also Principal & Founder of GreenPoint Innovations, a storytelling and 
creative activations company dedicated to advancing public awareness of sustainable 
development issues and initiatives. Previously, Stephen was Vice President of CDP North 
America (Carbon Disclosure Project) where he managed the region’s corporate disclosure 
program, and was earlier Economist at Chicago Climate Exchange (CCX), responsible for 
carbon offset protocol development, approval of offset projects and credit issuance, and 
member management. He is an alumnus of Villanova University in Pennsylvania, USA. 

James Lomax - James has been the Sustainable Food Systems and Agriculture Programme 
Officer in UN Environment's Division of Technology, Industry and Economics based in 
Paris, France since 2009. James leads work on mainstreaming sustainable consumption 
and production practices from 'farm to flush' in the agriculture and food sector. He has 
pioneered the idea of systems thinking in the food and agriculture sector where nutrition, 
waste, environmental externalities and livelihoods must be considered if a shift to more 
sustainable food systems is to be realized. 

At UN Environment specifically, James manages activities and programmes on catalyzing 
public/private partnerships notable in sustainable agriculture (www.sustainablerice.org), 
sustainable consumption like food waste reduction and prevention through developing 
tools and methodologies (www.thinkeatsave.org) and sustainability activities at national 
and regional levels looking at building policy frameworks for more inter-connected 
thinking in government and the food and agriculture sector as a whole. A tropical 
agriculturalist by training (MSc Reading University), before joining UN Environment James 
had a varied career in the private sector in farming, small holder development, food 
processing and export of vegetables in East Africa and large-scale agribusiness 
management in Southern Europe. 

Tim Christophersen - Tim is the Head of the Nature for Climate Branch at UN Environment 
(UNEP). Throughout his career he has demonstrated to be an experienced leader and 
transformational change agent for sustainable development, with a history of working in 
the international policy arena, public-private partnerships, fundraising, and team building. 
Before joining UNEP, he worked for the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD), the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the Danish 
Ministry of the Environment, and the European Commission. Tim is a German national and 
holds a Master’s degree in forest engineering and conservation from Dresden University 
of Technology. 

Gabriel Labbate - Gabriel is the UN-REDD Global Team Leader at UNEP coordinating a 
group of 20+ professionals in Latin America, Africa, Asia and Europe. He has more than 20 

http://www.sustainablerice.org/
http://www.thinkeatsave.org/
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years of experience on sustainable land use with focus on nature-based solutions to 
climate change and carbon markets.  He leads the work of UNEP on private sector 
investments in forest-based mitigation and represent UNEP at the ICAO´s Carbon 
Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation (CORSIA). He holds a 
doctorate degree in Environmental Studies from UC Santa Cruz, a MA in Economics from 
New York University and a bachelor and post-graduate degrees in Biology from Buenos 
Aires University.  

Phil Hadridge - Phil Hadridge supports leaders and groups working to achieve their 
ambitions, from his home and office in Cambridge.  He works across a range of businesses 
with his broad perspective on change that clients find helpful when stuck in their own 
sector mind-sets. Phil designs and hosts large meetings, both virtual and face to face, for 
energy and results. He develops boards and other leadership teams for their unique role 
in leading change. 
 
Phil currently works for ethical fashion, wildlife conservation, education progress and 
health care improvement in charities, government bodies, universities and brands.  He 
teaches how to harness the unique potential - and mitigate the unexpected problems - of 
noble purpose organisations for profound social change. 
 

 

 
 
 


